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Outline

International Students in figures

Entry Requirements

General Lack of Academic Skills ïat home and abroad

So, is language the barrier?

What weôre doing 

Language as the dress of thought?

The Way Ahead?



51% 

International

Students

1: IS in Figures



Cambridge

PG IS = 65%

UG IS = 20%





International Students in the UK

Made up 14% of full-time first degree students and 

13% of all first degree students

Made up 70% of full-time taught postgraduates 

and 46% of all taught postgraduates

Made up 48% of full-time research degree students 

and 41% of all research postgraduates 

There are now almost as many Chinese students 

(23%) on full-time postgraduate courses at English 

universities as there are British students (26%). 



2: English Language Entry Criteria

Language Proficiency Home Office Compliance



SELTs: An Overview



Valid until 5th April 2015

22 SELTs of which 16 are valid at B2.

Of these, 5 are for Specific Purposes, 9 are General English , and 2 ACADEMIC. 





Valid from 6thApril 2015é



Standardised Tests ?

- Standardised benchmark

- Globally accessible

- Secure

- Relative degree of validity

- Relative degree of reliability

- Generalizable results

- óTeaching to the testô

- Unauthentic task types

- Ability scale range

- General vs Academic English

- óTesting the testô

- Not discipline- or institution-

specific

ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES



The óAcademic Threeô


